The hope of Lakorn Pantang

Thais will have to support Lakorn Pantang- a Thai traditional stage musical performance, before it is too late. 

Mr. Kanjanapakorn Sadanghan, a musical artist of the office of the performing arts, announced that Lakorn Pantang, a kind of Thai traditional stage musical performance, is receiving less attention from Thai audiences, especially Thai youths. 

As a reason, he cited Mr. Karoon Suddhipoon, a director of the office of the performing arts’s “concerns”. 

According to the statement, Mr. Karoon pointed out that one of the office of performing arts’s mission is to manage the Thai National theatre business through providing performances like Khon, Thai classical dance performances, Thai classical stage performances (Lakorn Nork, Lankorn Pantang, and etc.), and Thai classical music and contemporary music performances. However, in the category of Thai classical stage performances, Lakorn Pantang’s audiences are mostly senior citizens who are familiar with Lakorn Pantang and stories such as Rachathirad, The Conqueror of Ten Direction, Romance of the Three Kingdoms (Samkok), and Pralor. 

As for reason why today’s Thai young generation rarely seen to be interested in this type of performance, Mr. Kanjanapakorn said,“ Thai youths who have no background knowledge about Lakorn Pantang, watch the performance for a scene or two and got bored. In order to be interested in something, we should have certain knowledge about it. For Lakorn Pantang, you have to understand what is it and how it performs, you also have to know the uniqueness of each story.” 

 Today’s, Thai youths learn none or very little about Lakorn Pantang. According to the Ministry of Education, the standard academic curriculum in schools does not instruct or encourage students to study Thai traditional stage musical performance. Instead, the only traditional performance instructed is the Thai classical dance.

In the meantime, Lakorn Pantang is losing well-talented musical artists. Mr. Seri Wangnaitham, a 1988 National artist and Mrs. Sampan Phanmany, a 1999 National artist, are the two most recent Lakorn Pantang performers who passed away in 2007 and 2009. 

According to Mr. Kanjanapakorn, the upcoming Lakorn Pantang “The Conqueror of Ten Direction” and “Wipittassana” will be held by fan club of Mr. Seri Wangnaitham. 

“Mr. Seri edited and adjusted the story of “The Conqueror of Ten Direction” from its original in order to make the language more interesting and understandable to today’s audiences,” said Mr. Kanjanapakorn, who will be the MC of this performance. “ Profits will be used to produce other Thai traditional musical shows on a behalf of Mr. Seri.”

Lakorn Pantang “The Conqueror of Ten Direction” and “Wipittassana” will be held on Thursday May 13, 2010 at Thai National Theatre. For more information and booking, www. thaiticketmaster.com. 
